OVERVIEW of FFF basic casting skills competency proposal
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)	Skills evaluations in FFF basic casting skills competency proposal
The following addresses the lower-than-CCI casting entry level NOT including instructors.  
Many people desire the CCI as recognition to wear as a display of skill. 
Many of these people become problematic for the CICP because they do not instruct. 
It is time to consider a "Casting Competency" certification devoid of instructorship determination.

PRESERVED CONCEPTS – 1) No change in instructor program 2) Fee for exam 3) Sequential rank
NOVEL CONCEPTS – 1) CCI’s as evaluators 2) Casting skills recognized 3) Single skill evaluations
Models for a nine level system to consider include:
1. Colors as in martial arts belts – White, Yellow, Orange, Red, Green, Blue, Purple, Tan, Brown 
2. Specific skills lapel pin system - as in the "NAME" category in the table below.
3. Numbered (1-9)  
4. Lettered level (A-I) 

The fundamental idea states that for each high level of skill demonstrated, an additional emblem may be displayed. Either allow any order of acquisition in levels 1-4 and within 5-8 or disallow skipping levels.
From a purely financial standpoint, this seems to work. The candidate pays to be evaluated, pays for the emblem, and pays to take the next skill evaluation. Insignia pin for each level sold at profit through FFF.
- Levels 1 through 4 costs $30 per evaluation; levels 5 thru 8 costs $40; level 9 costs $60 ($340 TOTAL)
- Flat $40 fee per skill 									($360 TOTAL)
- $25 for level one with $5 increase each higher level i.e. $25 level one to $65 level nine 	($405 TOTAL)

From lowest to highest order, one construct is;
LEVEL    NAME          LETTER              SKILLS SET							
ONE   	 ROLL CAST 1    A       	35’ STATIC ROLL CAST - BOTH SIDES (off shoulder & dominant side)
TWO   	 OVERHEAD       B	40 FT. BASIC OVERHEAD CAST - BOTH SIDES 
THREE	 ACCURACY       C        	ACCURACY TO TARGETS AT 25-FEET & 40-FEET, BOTH SIDES
FOUR    LINE SHOOT	  D	SHOOT LINE SINGLE HANDED- CARRY 30 FT & SHOOT TO 45 FEET

FIVE       ROLL CAST 2	     E	HAUL & SHOOT ROLL CAST 40’ ONE SIDE ONLY 
SIX         DOUBLE HAUL    F	DOUBLE HAUL, 40 FEET, SIX REPETITIONS NO FLAWS TO 60 FT.
SEVEN  PRESENTATION  G      REACH MEND, PUDDLE MEND, & CURVE ON CASTS 30-40 FT.
EIGHT    DISTANCE 	     H      DISTANCE CAST DOUBLE HAUL to 65 FT, 

NINE      TWO-HANDED     I      SWITCH ROLL, SINGLE SPEY, AND DOUBLE SPEY to 60 FT
 
TEN        	CCI
ELEVEN 	THCI
TWELVE 	MCI 

Levels one through four may be examined and conferred by MCI with one CCI
Level five through eight may be examined and conferred by two MCI's or one MCI with two CCI’s
Level nine may be examined and conferred by one THCI with one MCCI or 2 THCI's.
Levels ten and above adhere to CICP rules, but no new emblems to be issued.

Level 1 through 8 - All use yarn fly, 7-foot leader minimum. No rod longer than 9' no rod or line weights above seven rating.
Level nine uses THCI testing gear

I PROPOSE THIS NEW PROGRAM BE EVALUATED FOR INTEREST AMONG MEMBERS AND FEASIBILITY BY THE CASTING BOARD OF GOVERNORS ALONG WITH BEING SUBMITTED FOR EVALUATION AND ENACTMENT BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE FEDERATION OF FLY FISHERS – Gary Eaton

SEQUENCE NUMBER	SKILL SET		COLOR	LETTER SEQUENCE

LEVEL ONE  		ROLL CAST 1	 WHITE 		LETTER “A”
Roll Casts must be performed with loop straightening above the surface through leader. 

The leader and line must layout with the fly landing beyond the fly line and coming to rest more than thirty-five feet from the position the caster is standing. 

Three tries allowed on each side.

Loop width shall not be wider than 40-inches in the judgment of the evaluators.

The roll cast must be performed with one hand only and be repeated in the off-shoulder method to the same standard and distance. 

The uninvolved hand shall not touch the fly line. No hauling allowed

LEVEL TWO    		OVERHEAD	 	 YELLOW  	-	LETTER “B” 
Overhead Casts must be performed with loop straightening above the surface through leader. 

The leader and line must layout with the fly landing beyond the fly line and coming to rest more than forty feet from the position the caster is standing. 

Three tries allowed.

Both forward and back loop width shall not be wider than 30-inches in the judgment of the evaluators.

The overhead cast must be performed with one hand only and be repeated in the off-shoulder method to the same standard and distance. Three tries allowed.

The uninvolved hand shall not touch the fly line. No hauling allowed

LEVEL THREE	 	ACCURACY      	ORANGE    	----	LETTER “C” 
The leader and line must layout with the fly landing within a circular target of 15-inch radius or within 15-inches of a target point at twenty-five feet from the position the caster is standing.  There shall also be a forty foot distance target that must be hit.

This targets shall also be cast into using an off-shoulder plane.

Both forward and back cast loop width shall not be wider than 30-inches in the judgment of the evaluators. 

The uninvolved hand shall not touch the fly line. No hauling allowed

The overhead cast for accuracy must be performed with one hand only and be repeated in the off-shoulder method to the same standard and distance. 

LEVEL FOUR    		LINE SHOOT	RED	  ---		LETTER  “D” 
This is a one-hand shoot performance task. 

The candidate begins with 30-feet of fly line plus the leader beyond the rod tip. Fly 37-feet from caster. 

The fly line is gripped under the finger(s) during false casts and released only on the final shoot.

 After at least two false casts, the candidate selects when to deliver a cast that shoots line one time. 

The leader and line must layout with the fly landing beyond the fly line and coming to rest more than forty-five feet from the position the caster is standing. 

Three tries allowed.

The uninvolved hand shall not touch the fly line. No hauling allowed

LEVEL FIVE       		ROLL CAST 2   	GREEN  ----	LETTER “E”	
Roll Casts must be performed with loop straightening above the surface through leader. 

The leader and line must layout with the fly landing beyond the fly line and coming to rest more than forty feet from the position the caster is standing. 

Line beyond rod tip shall start at 35-feet. Line hanging to be shot into the roll cast shall be at least 5-feet, but not more than ten feet.

The application of an effective single haul is required combined with shooting line that adds at least 5 to 10-feet to reach the distance. 

Three tries allowed. This cast is only required on one side.

Loop width shall not be wider than 35-inches in the judgment of the evaluators.

LEVEL SIX         		DOUBLE HAUL   	BLUE   ------    LETTER “F”	
Demonstrate continuous double hauling on a minimum of 6 false casts while casting at least 40-feet to the fly, but not more than 50-feet to the fly. 

Three tries allowed. 
Timing should show consistent hauling front and back producing consistent loops smaller than 30-inches in width on both back and front casts.
Hauls should be smooth and have absolutely no tailing loops. 

LEVEL SEVEN  		PRESENTATION 	PURPLE 	------	LETTER “G”  
All casts for this skill-set will be performed with fly reaching to 30-40-feet. 

The uninvolved hand shall not touch the fly line. 

No hauling allowed. 

Three tries allowed per task.

Puddle cast – A slack line layout of a fairly even, narrow serpentines from rod tip to leader that is achieved by simply lowering the rod tip after the loop is cast.

Reach Mend – Upstream mend achieved by moving rod tip perpendicular to cast after the loop is formed. Reach mend should be performed to both sides.

Curve cast – Cast is delivered in such a manner that the line layout is curved around a marker at 25-feet.  The line from rod tip to target should be nearly straight or mildly curved compared to the definite bend around the marker. Positive curve only required.

LEVEL EIGHT   		DISTANCE  		TAN 	  	-------	LETTER “H” 
Demonstrate a cast at a minimum distance of 65-feet. 

Hauling expected.

Smooth casting and hauling. 

Consistent loops front and back. 

Fly must land beyond fly line more than 65-feet from the cast starting line.

No tailing loops shall be allowed. 

LEVEL NINE      		TWO-HANDED     	BROWN  	---------	LETTER “I”  
The following three casts will be performed to a standard similar to THCI tasks using two-handed rods neither higher line rating nor greater length than for THCI exams. 

Distance for all tasks is 60-feet.

Demonstration must include significant change-of-direction (greater than 60 degrees) for Single Spey and Double Spey maneuvers. 
SWITCH ROLL	 			SINGLE SPEY				DOUBLE SPEY

LEVEL TEN   -  CCI -     LEVEL ELEVEN - -  THCI -     LEVEL TWELVE - - - MCI -

