102211 Quiz
1.)  List as many techniques as you can to make curved casts.
Keeping in mind that these are to be presented to a student I would use the following categories:
1. Overpowered Casts 
A. Vertical and Off Vertical with forward power snaps  
B. Vertical and Off Vertical with twisting wrist flips.
2. Underpowered Casts
A. Off Vertical with rounded loops 
B. Vertical with curved tracking

3.  Just Right Powered 
Vertical and Off Vertical with slow wrist twists

[GH]  Most discussions involve only two of these categories; POWERED CURVE CASTS AND UNDERPOWERED CURVE CASTS. I, for one, have no objection to your classification.

2.)  Briefly describe each one as though you were teaching a student who had already mastered a good basic cast.
Overpowered with power snaps:
“Make your normal vertical cast, put a little extra “snap” in the power snap. Watch what happens to the fly….Once the line straightens, the fly tucked down under the line…a ‘tuck cast’ “.

“Make the same cast with the extra “snap”, this time with the rod tipped to one side of your body. Notice that the fly is now kicking to the opposite side of your body…. a ‘curve cast’ The curve will always be in the direction opposite the rod tip”.  

Overpowered with wrist flips:
“Make you normal vertical cast with the extra snap…this time instead of snapping the knuckle forward, you will snap them toward your nose….the curve goes in the direction of the twist.  Save this cast for times you can’t use an off vertical cast…too much quick twist will cause a sore elbow.”

“Make this same twist with the extra snap…this time the twist is away from your body.  Be extra careful here about sore elbows…if a slightly off vertical off shoulder cast works, use it instead.”

“The flats cast – make a slightly overpowered horizontal cast off either side of your body, make the wrist flip with the knuckles moving skyward, the fly will kick up and drop gently to the water.”

[GH]  I look at this “flats cast” as a powered upward vertical curve cast.  Some would call it an upward vertical Tuck cast.  Using Joan Wulff’s language, as you did, I sometimes teach this one as made with, “an upward curving power snap.”  I use this one frequently on the flats to provide a relatively soft entry for a weighted fly.

Underpowered Casts Off Vertical with rounded loops:
“This cast starts at normal speed toward the target where you want the fly to land. Once you start, continuously slow to a stop, slowly sweeping the rod sideways toward where you want the back end of the line to fall. These are ‘feel casts’ you will learn them by playing with the power and the rod sweep.”


Underpowered Casts Vertical with curved tracking:
“When there is no room to lean the rod to the side and the cast must be made vertically, we will still start at normal speed toward the target and trace a crescent in the sky as we bring the rod around to where we want the back of the line to fall.” 

[GH]  Agree.  Some will take the position that a true loop was never actually formed… 
When done with the rod in the vertical plane, the instructor can describe the rod tip movement as, “painting the loop in the sky” and then allowing it to fall.  NOT effective on a windy day.


Just Right Powered Vertical and Off Vertical with slow wrist twists:
“Start these casts with the reel pointing away from your body to the side.  The cast will begin with the rod tip moving toward the target with enough power for the line to just straighten. Once the cast starts maintain the power precisely and twist the reel inward directing the rod tip in the direction where you want the back end of the line to land….This is a comfortable version of the underpowered casts because you do not need to change the power throughout the cast.  Play with it and it will become your underpowered substitute.” 

3.)  Describe some differences between curve casts and aerial mends.
By definition the cast happens before the mend, pre stop vs. post stop.  Typically whatever you do first effects the front end of the line with later action altering the back end of the line. The biggest difference between casts and mends is not what they do but when they do it. 

[GH]  OK.  I like to describe a mend as the repositioning of the line after the cast.

One important difference, which Dennis Grant has pointed out, is that with a true pure curve cast, no mend is used.  Another difference is in the layout.  The layout with a curve cast is an uninterrupted curve.  The mend typically results in a straight line layout between the caster and the fly with a curve somewhere in-between.

4.)  Can the curve cast be combined with a mend?
Yes

5.) If you answered YES to # 4, describe the casting moves and the results.
Typically the cast positions the front end of the line, the mend positions the back end of the line. There are exceptions, e.g. the overpowered cast with a “pull back”. The pull back is a mend which repositions the front part of the line, the fly leg, the still moving line in the cast. 

[GH]  The combination of a curve cast with a mend is used by many fly fishers, because the addition of the mend can effectively augment the extent and/or angle of the curve layout.  I like to call that a “curve-mend”.  Whatever we elect to call it, however, IT IS NOT A PURE CURVE CAST as seen by the MCI Testing Committee.

6.)  How would you make a right angle curve cast most efficiently?
Add a pull back to an overpowered cast.

[GH] Well, that works very well.  The “pull back”, however, is considered a mend.  It can also be accomplished by casting with very high line speed with the rod in the off horizontal plane, stopping early, and allowing counterflex to rapidly pull the belly of the line in the opposite direction to that of the fly.

7.)  Can you think of a reason to use a right angle curve cast rather than a smooth curved layout?
Yes, on the retrieve the fly will follow the path of the line. A right angle cast would allow the retrieve to move in a straight rather than curved path perpendicular to the caster. 

[GH] Yes.  One example, which I often use, positions the right angle layout so that the line forward of the angle lies along a shoreline. By placing the rod tip down at water level, the retrieve will result in the fly traveling parallel to the shore.  This can be veryery effective when forage (minnows, etc.) are moving along the shoreline as they oft do.

8.) Under what casting/fishing conditions would you prefer to use an underpowered curve cast?
Underpowered curve casts are comfortable, relaxing casts to make, they can be made with slow motions in light wind conditions, somehow they seem perfectly suited to spring creeks for delicate presentations with light or air resistant flies casting along the near side of obstructions when distance casts are not required.   

9.) When would you prefer to use a powered curve cast rather than an underpowered curve cast?
In windy conditions, for longer casts especially when casting to the far side of tall obstructions or where more rapid motion won’t startle the fish. 

10.) Name one thing you cannot accomplish with an underpowered curve cast that you can do with a powered curve cast.
Casting around tall obstructions.

11.) For what purpose ('s) would you use the curve cast?
	Fly first presentation to fish.
To compensate for currents.
To deal with obstructions

12.)  Your student is confused.  She says she's heard of something called, "positive curve casts" and "negative curve casts".  What is your explanation to her?
“Positive refers to more than zero or neutral and negative generally refers to less than neutral. Neutral in fly casting is when the line “just straightens”. So if a line straightens and then continues to bend further it is a positive curve.  If it fails to reach the straightened point it is considered a negative curve.  These terms are not always use consistently even in the literature.  The terms overpowered and underpowered may be easier to understand.”

GH] Yes.  Putting it another way; the word, “positive” is used by some to mean “powered”, while, “negative” means underpowered.

Still others use the word, “positive” to mean a curve with the fly going in the direction of the line hand and, “negative, meaning a curve with the fly going in the direction of the rod hand.

To avoid confusion, I agree with you that it is best to avoid those words for this application.

13.)  Can you give us a reference in the fly casting literature for something called the "corkscrew curve cast"?
“Corkscrew Curve Cast” Gary A. Borger and Bob Pelzl. Fly Fisherman Magazine, May/June 1980.
Later the article appears in The Nature of Fly Casting, Jason Borger, 2001, pp.184-186.

14.)  Give one use for the "corkscrew curve cast".
	To make an overpowered curve cast with a line shoot.

[GH] I use it when I want to place a big curve out there to Kingdom Come.  For me, it places that curve out farther than I can with any other method.

15)  We've heard Lefty Kreh teach that it is easier to learn to make curve casts if you use a weighted fly or small popper.  Why do you think he did that?
	He’s correct as usual, whatever his reasons. The extra weight on an overpowered cast really helps the fly snap around.  By the same token the extra weight on an underpowered cast helps the fly fall to the water and keeps the breeze from straightening an otherwise good underpowered cast.  

[GH] I suspect that the caster in the You Tube video may have been using a line with a short weighted tip.  Note the change in line color out near the end.  This would also make it much easier to make the line “kick” over to one side or the other.
