                   Task 5.  Comments by Bill Keister


 Gordy,
 
I have been in Chile fishing during the discussions of task 3 through 7.  In catching up I have been dying to put in my two cents worth.  Revisiting task 5 has given me that opportunity. 
 
The definition of a mend as something that is done after loop formation is very convenient.  It is arbitrary which I like.  But, when applied to a 'pull back'  it does not describe what is really happening.  I think of a mend as a lateral displacement of the line either in the air or on the water which does not effect the intended destination of the fly or its actual position on the water. 
 
The pull back is intended to effect the destination of the fly.  It is not a lateral repositioning of the fly line.  It is a casting stroke.  It transmits additional energy to the fly leg of the cast.  An over powered curve cast wants all the power it can get.  Why can't there be a second casting strokes during an overhead cast?  Spey casters know more about energizing fly lines than overhead casters ever dreamt of.  The rod tip does not have to move in the direction of the flight path of the fly to make it go in that direction. 
 
A second point regarding length of line for aerial mends tasks.  I feel it is very important to specify the distance to the target not the length of line being cast.  What is the value of an aerail mend if you the caster has no idea of where the fly is going to land?  When I am prepping someone for the CCI test I make the candidate land the fly in the vicinity of the target when performing the reach mend.  We discuss the pull back and line slipping strategies and why each one works.  If the fly does not land in the general vicinity of where you want it the mend does not matter.
 
Bill 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

[GH]  Bill,

Until we have an agreed upon definition for MEND, discussion as to what a mend is will never end.

As you know, my “working definition” (description) of  MEND is simple and used by many.  It is : “Repositioning the line after the cast.”

When I make a powered or “overpowered” curve cast, I aim the fly in chosen direction away from directly forward…. Right, Left, Up or Down.

Most of the time I accentuate that curve by using a movement of the rod tip made after the cast which many have chosen to call, “PULLBACK”.  I happen to call that a mend because it fits my description of one.

I do this with no intention whatsoever of changing the position of the fly…only that of the belly of the line.  If fact, if I am too vigorous with that secondary move, I may move the fly from its intended position which would be my error.

Most accomplished fly fishers add this “pullback mend” to almost all their powered curve casts.  The majority of the instructors I’ve asked teach it that way.  This is the root cause of divided opinion as to whether or not to allow it for Task 5.

Since I can do it with or without “pullback”, I can also teach it either way.  For that reason, I remain neutral as to whether or not the MCI Testing Committee chooses to allow it for future task descriptions.

Since I, as an examiner, am bound to the present task 5 description and appended expectations negating aerial mends, that is the way I must grade it.

Gordy
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