From Bill Keister…..

Definitions
Rod Axis – For purposes of definition the handle of a fly rod is assumed to be ridged.  The rod axis is the straight line which is described by projecting the center line of the handle of the fly rod. 

Rotation – An angular displacement of the rod axis which takes place about an axis which lies somewhere on the rod axis.

Translation – A linier displacement of the rod axis which has a component parallel to the trajectory of the fly line.

Stroke - The stroke is a combination of translation and rotation.  The stroke starts when the rod tip makes the first movement in the direction of the cast and ends when the rod reaches the RSP.  

Drift – A movement of the rod tip from rotation and/or translation in the direction of the just completed stroke.  It occurs between completion of the preceding stoke and the start of the following stroke.

Creep – An under acceleration of the rod tip which occurs at the beginning of the stroke.
Haul – A movement of the fly line through the rod guides in a direction from the rod tip towards the handle during the stroke.  It is not part of the stroke.  It is done in combination with the stroke.
[Cast – The combination of the stroke and optionally the haul.]
