       WORKING DEFINITIONS / DESCRIPTIONS
                                   Jan., 2010
FLY CAST : ACTION TAKEN TO UNROLL A FLY LINE LOOP FOR THE PURPOSE OF DELIVERING A FLY.

Comment:  This covers action taken to move a fly rod as well as that which may be taken to move a fly line with no rod such as with “hand casting”.

CASTING STROKE :  MOVEMENTS OF THE HAND AND FLY ROD LEADING TO LOOP FORMATION.

Comment:  This includes all linear and angular movements of the hand and fly rod which when combined lead to loop formation.  “Drag” (pure linear movement), rotation (casting arc), and creep are included. For this reason, the term, “leading to” is used rather than “sufficient to cause”.
In this model, the casting stroke starts with the first movement of the hand and rod in the direction of the cast and finishes with the start of loop formation.

STROKE LENGTH : DISTANCE TRAVELED BY THE HAND FROM THE START OF MOVEMENT IN THE DIRECTION OF THE CAST TO LOOP FORMATION.
CASTING ARC :  ANGULAR MOVEMENT (CHANGE) OF THE FLY ROD DURING THE CASTING STROKE WHICH SUPPLIES SUFFICIENT ACCELERATION OF THE ROD TO RESULT IN LOOP FORMATION.
Comment:  This may be considered the vehicle for acceleration of the fly rod and line necessary to make the fly cast.  It joins translation of the hand and fly rod singly and/or in combination to make up the casting stroke for almost all casts.  
CREEP : UNACCELERATED MOVEMENT OF THE FLY ROD WHICH DECREASES AVAILABLE CASTING ARC.

Comment:  Note that creep thus defined does not decrease available casting stroke, since it is included within the stroke. Because it is mostly rotational, it results in diminution of the available casting arc by virtue of the fact that it is unaccelerated movement. 
I have taken the liberty of using the term, “unaccelerated” as a compromise realizing that technically there is acceleration from “zero to slow”.

Creep is usually unintentional movement.  It is usually considered a fault, however, may be used purposely in rare instances to accomplish a specific task.

DRAG :  LINEAR MOVEMENT OF THE HAND AND ROD WITH MINIMAL OR NO ROTATION.

Comment: Sometimes called  “PULL”.    Drag is not present with most casts.  Many casters don’t use it.  It is used by some competition distance casters as a prelude to the start of the casting arc. 
Drag when used alone cannot usually result in loop formation.  It can do so only when used as a additive to combined rotation and translation and/or pure angular movement.
It is accelerated movement to the degree that acceleration can be accomplished with translational movement of the hand and body alone.
Drag can :  1. Take up unwanted slack.   2. Initiate the casting stroke by starting to overcome fly line inertia.  3. Provide momentum.   4. Delay rotation.

DRIFT :  MOVEMENT OF THE FLY ROD WHICH INCREASES AVAILABLE CASTING ARC AND CASTING STROKE.
Comment:  Includes both translational and/or rotational movement of the rod after loop formation.  These movements are usually made in combination.

Drift can include both angular and linear repositioning of the fly rod as essentially powerless movements between casting strokes.

Drift is made in the direction of an unrolling or newly unrolled loop.
I have not yet applied terms for other minimally powered movements of the fly rod which may occur in different directions between casting strokes.

LOOP :  CONFIGURATION OF THE FLY LINE AS IT PASSES THE ROD TIP.
TIP TRAVEL :  DISTANCE TRAVELED BY THE ROD TIP DURING THE CASTING STROKE.

FOLLOWTHROUGH :  MOVEMENT OF THE FLY ROD IN THE DIRECTION OF AN UNROLLING LOOP AFTER THE DELIVERY CAST.

ROD PLANE : ORIENTATION OF THE FLY ROD FROM VERTICAL TO HORIZONTAL ON EITHER SIDE OF THE CASTER.
CASTING PLANE :  PATH TAKEN BY THE HAND DURING THE CAST.

LINE PLANE :  TRAJECTORY OF THE UNROLLING LOOP ( LAUNCH ANGLE.) 

The line plane is also noted to be the path taken by the line, usually measured as an angle with respect to the horizon.  With horizontal casting, the reference will necessarily be with respect to an artificial horizon at 90 degrees to the actual one.
CAVEATS :
#  These are simply working definitions which have served me as I teach and consider the myriad aspects of fly casting..
#  These are not intended for use as “official definitions”.  They will be subordinate to forthcoming approved definitions provided by the FFF Glossary Committee.
#   The entries, above, have not been refined to apply accurately to elliptical casts such as Spey casts.

#  They are subject to change or addition.
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